Kremlin Saw Defense Chief as Foe 
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I MOSCOW, Nov. 3— Nowhere 
else in the world is the 
I departure of James 
Schlesinger from the Defense 
Department likely to be as 
closely watched— or as 

I warmly received— as in the 
Kremlin. 

To the Soviets, Schlesinger 
j was a powerful and per- 
| suasive opponent of detente in 
^ Uhfr highest reaches of the 
Ford administration. 
Publicly, Moscow assailed the 
defense secretary’s policies. 
Privately, Soviet officials 
voiced alarm at each sign of 
his apparently increasing 
influence. 

Just this weekend, the 
Widely read magazine. 


Ogonyok, in an unusually 
detailed account of the 
strategic arms negotiations, 
blamed Schlesinger— ’’the 
representative of the interests 
of the mrlitary-industrial 
complex”— for posing new 
obstacles to a SALT accord. 

The article said that 
Schlesinger was deliberately 
contradicting Secretary of 
State Kissinger’s assertion 
recently that the arms pact 
was 90 per cent com- 
pleted — one of the . first 
specific references in the 
Soviet press to a policy split 
between the two men. 

However, specialists at 
Kremlin think-tanks like the 
U.S.A. Institute and the 
Institute for International 
Relations and World 


Economics have been 
carefully following reported 
differences between 
Schlesinger and Kissinger for 
nearly a year. 

These experts believed that 
to a large extent the future 
course of Soviet-American 
relations depended on whether 
Kissingers approach to 
bargaining with Moscow 
prevailed over Schlesinger's 
harder-line stance. 

The Defense Secretary’s 
departure now is bound to 
increase Kissinger’s prestige 
here, restoring the authority 
that beseemed to be lacking in 
recent encounters with the 
Soviet leaders. 

The changes in Washington 
will also provide some badly 
needed good news for those in 


the top Soviet leadership who 
argue that detente, along the 
general lines of recent years, 
should be reaffirmed at the 
25th Communist party 
congress in February. 

Over the past few months, 
as President Ford and even 
Kissinger appeared in 
speeches and press con- 
ferences to be sharply stif- 
fening their rhetoric on 
matters such as Soviet in- 
terference in Portugal,- the 
Kremlin stepped up its own 
attacks on “enemies of 
detente . gathering 

momentum” in the U.S. 

That sort of sour exchange, 
combined with the problems 
in SALT, the Middle-East and . 
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other areas, put strains on the 
superpower ties that at times 
appeared likely to overwhelm 
whatever mutual confidence 
and understanding has been 
achieved since the U.S. -Soviet 
Summit in 1972. 

Fortunately, one success 
was achieved during these 
difficult months with the 
agreement on long-term 
Soviet grain purchases from 
the United States. This 
agreement assured Moscow 
the food supplies it badly 
needs and defused the con- 
troversial grain issue in 
Washington, a satisfactory 
balance of interests for the 
two sides. 

Grain, however, was one 
aspect of the U.S.-Soviet 
relationship that did not in- 
volve Schlesinger. Mo6t other 
important Moscow- 
Washington negotiations 
touched on the Defense 
Secretary’s responsibilities. 

Hence, so long as 
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Schlesinger seemed to be on 
the ascendancy in 
Washington, there was con- 
siderable doubt here about the 
possibilities of ever achieving 
a genuine compromise on the 
complex arms and disar- 
mament questions that must 
be decided if international 
tensions are to subside. 

The Kremlin's own military- 
industrial strategists 
presumably argued that the 
best answer to the Schlesinger 
hard line was an equally firm 
Soviet weapons policy. 

Whether the Schlesinger 
resignation will lead quickly 
to a breakthrough in the SALT 
talks is hard to predict But 
there is no doubt that the 
Soviet leader, Leonid 
Brezhnev, wants the pact, and 
the summit signing in 
Washington, completed before 
the party congress takes 
place. 

The shuffle in Washington 
will certainly be regarded by 
the Kremlin as a step in the 
right direction. 






